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Study Paper For 

Proposed Amendments – To be sent to 179th G.A.  2009 

(FULL CONEXT) 

(XXXXXXX)     Red Double Strikethrough - Material to be Deleted 

(XXXXXXX)      Other Red  Material is that which is added 

Beginning of Material to be amended 

5.6   The presbytery is charged with pastoral oversight and has the responsibility to: 

a. Receive, examine, dismiss, and license candidates, (and) ordain them to the ministry (and 
certify lay ministers). 

b. Receive, dismiss, install, remove, and discipline ministers (and to de-certify lay ministers). 

(Forms for Dismission and Reception of Ministers, see Constitution Appendices 5 and 6 , 
respectively.) 

c. Approve ministers to serve as pastors and in other types of ministry; 

d. Require ministers to devote themselves diligently to their sacred calling and censure and 
otherwise discipline the delinquent; 

e. Review the records of the sessions, discipline sessions for whatever they may have done 
contrary to order, and take effectual care that they observe the government of the church; 

f. Examine and decide appeals, protests, and referrals brought before it in an orderly manner; 

g. Establish the pastoral relation and dissolve it at the request of one or both of the parties, or 
where the interests of religion imperatively demand it; 

h. See that the injunctions of the higher judicatories are obeyed; 
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i. Condemn erroneous opinions which hinder the peace or purity of the church, and resolve 
questions of doctrine and discipline properly and seriously proposed; 

j. Visit particular churches, inquire into their condition, and redress the evils that may have 
arisen in them; 

k. Settle differences regarding church property and its use; 

l. Approve the location of new churches and the relocation of existing churches; 

m. Approve proposals and plans of churches considering building or rebuilding church facilities 
or additions; 

n. Unite or divide such churches as are in a chronic state of crisis or inaction, unite or divide 
other churches with the consent of a majority of the members thereof, and, for cause, dissolve 
a church and attach its members to another congregation; 

o. Form and receive new churches and concert measures for the enlargement of the church 
within its bounds; 

p. Take special oversight of churches which do not have the services of a minister, appointing 
a minister to moderate the session, (appointing a licentiate or certified lay minister to 
administer the Sacraments), and if necessary, authorize an elder designated by the session to 
administer the Lord's Supper to the congregation, provided that the elder shall be instructed by 
the committee on the ministry in the meaning of the sacrament and how it should be 
administered; the elder shall serve under the authority of an ordained Cumberland 
Presbyterian minister selected by the presbytery, and each grant of authority shall be for one 
year; 

q. Formulate budgets and assign shares to the churches of the presbytery; 

r. Institute and oversee the agencies necessary in the work of the presbytery; 

s. In general, order whatever pertains to the welfare of the churches under its care; 

t. Elect representatives to the higher judicatories; 
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u. Propose to the synod or to the General Assembly such measures as may be for the good of 
the church or of society in general. 

5.7 The presbytery shall keep full and accurate records of its proceedings and submit them to 
the synod for review at its stated meeting. It shall report regularly to synod and to the General 
Assembly its roll, including all candidates, licentiates, ministers, (certified lay ministers), 
session clerks, and churches. In addition, it shall report on licensures, (and) ordinations (and 
certifications); on reception, dismission, or death of ministers; on the union division, and 
formation of churches, and on such statistical and other information as may be required to 
describe the state of religion in its midst. 

5.8 The presbytery shall meet as often as once a year on its own adjournment, and when an 
emergency shall require a meeting sooner than the time to which it stands adjourned, the 
moderator, or in case of the moderator's absence, death, or inability to act, the stated clerk 
shall with written concurrence or at the written request of two minister members and two 
session members of different churches, call a special meeting. The call shall give notice, 
specifying the particular business of the intended meeting, to every minister and session of 
every particular church on its roll, at least ten days prior to the proposed time of meeting. 
Nothing shall be transacted at such called meeting other than the particular business for which 
the presbytery was convened. 

5.9 If, for any cause, the presbytery shall fail to meet according to its adjournment, it shall be 
the duty of the moderator, or, in case of the moderator's absence, death, or inability to act, the 
stated clerk, or in case of the stated clerk's absence, death, or inability to act, persons 
constituting the equivalent of a quorum, to call a meeting as early as practicable, at such a 
place as may be designated, for transaction of the regular business. For this purpose notice 
shall be given, as before prescribed, not less than ten days prior to the proposed time for 
meeting. 

6.00 THE AUTHORITY OF PRESBYTERY OVER MINISTERS, (CERTIFIED LAY 
MINISTERS), LICENTIATES, AND CANDIDATES 

6.10 Receiving Candidates 
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6.11 Every presbytery shall have a committee on the ministry or one which performs the same 
functions, one of which shall be to direct and nurture persons in preparation for the ministry. 

6.12 To be received as a candidate for the ministry, a person must be a member in good 
standing of a particular church in the receiving presbytery. Persons desiring to become 
candidates for the ministry shall confer with (an exploration committee appointed by the 
session of their particular church for at least three months, and then) the committee on the 
ministry prior to presenting themselves to presbytery. 

6.13 Those who seek to be licensed and ordained to the ministry shall undergo a period of 
training and preparation in order that the office may be committed only to qualified persons. In 
order to form a correct judgment of the qualifications of those seeking admission to the office 
of the ministry, presbyteries shall receive and, following satisfactory preparation, license 
candidates who shall then be designated "licentiates." Such persons shall be required to give 
further satisfactory evidence of their qualifications for the ministry before receiving ordination.  
(Those candidates who seek to be certified in lay ministry also shall undergo a period of 
training and preparation in order that the office may be committed only to qualified persons.  
They shall remain candidates until certified and commissioned by the presbytery) 

6.14 The committee on the ministry shall examine candidates respecting personal religious 
experience, motives leading to the seeking of the office of the ministry and the internal call to it, 
and plans for education. Such prior examination by the committee shall not preclude 
examination by the presbytery at the time of reception. A written statement concerning the 
candidate from the session of his or her church shall also be heard at the time of reception, 
along with written or verbal testimonials from others who may desire to express themselves on 
behalf of the candidate. 

6.15 The reception of candidates for the ministry shall be at a duly constituted meeting of 
presbytery. Following the examination of the candidate and the various testimonials that may 
be given, a member of the committee on the ministry or a person appointed for that purpose 
shall address the candidate as follows: The Presbytery of ______________________________ of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America, having 
heard the testimonials on your behalf and having sustained your examination thus far, now 
requires you to make answer to the following questions: 
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I. As far as you know your heart, do you believe yourself to be called by God to the office of the 
Christian ministry. 

II. Do you promise, in reliance upon the grace of God, to maintain a Christian character and 
conduct, and to be diligent and faithful in making full preparation for the ministry? 

III. Do you promise to work with the presbytery through its committee on the ministry in matters 
that pertain to your preparation for the ministry? 

IV. Do you now desire to be received by this presbytery as a candidate for the ministry in the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America? 

Following formal reception by the presbytery, the person presiding shall offer an appropriate 
prayer. Following the prayer, with the congregation standing, the person presiding shall 
address the candidate as follows 

:In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of the church, I do now declare by the 
authority of this presbytery that you are acknowledged and received as a candidate for 
(ministry) (licensure and ordination) in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America and I now direct that your name be entered on the roll of the 
presbytery as a candidate for (the) ministry. 

 The person presiding shall then extend to the candidate the hand of Christian fellowship, 
saying: 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you; the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Proper record of the reception shall be made in the minutes of presbytery. 

6.16 Presbytery may remove the name of a candidate from its roll at any time, but not without 
indicating the reasons therefor. A candidate may at any time request that his or her name be 
removed from the roll, which may be done at the next stated meeting of presbytery. 

6.17 Upon being received by presbytery, a candidate who is a member of the session of his or 
her church may remain in that position by mutual agreement of the Committee on the Ministry 
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and the Church Session.  The probationer, however, may not be elected to represent the 
church at any of the higher judicatories. 

6.18 A candidate may be granted a letter of dismission to another presbytery, but the 
presbytery is not bound to receive the letter. The receiving presbytery may give the candidate 
the regular examination above stated. A candidate transferring to another presbytery must 
unite with a particular church in the presbytery to which he or she transfers. 

6.200 (Licensing Candidates)  (Certified Lay Ministers) 

6.201  A candidate for ministry may, with the consent of the presbytery decide to pursue the 
office of Certified Lay Ministry in the Church.  Persons whose call to ministry directs them 
toward Christian Education ministry, youth ministry, music ministry, mission or service ministry, 
lay leadership of a particular church, or other lay ministries may pursue certification.  

6.202  Prior to certification, the candidate shall sustain a careful and satisfactory examination 
by the Committee on the Ministry and the presbytery as a whole on the following:  
experimental religion, continuing spiritual growth, the internal call to the ministry, knowledge of 
the scriptures, church history, systematic theology, the doctrine and government of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and other specialized areas of study particular to the 
candidate’s field of ministry. 

6.203  No candidate shall be certified who has not completed either a two year degree 
program from an accredited seminary or graduate school of theology or a course of alternate 
studies approved by the General Assembly. 

6.204  Certified lay ministers serving as stated supply shall be required to attend presbytery 
and session meetings, but shall have voice without the right to vote. 

6.205  The candidate shall be commissioned to the office of certified lay ministry by the 
presbytery at either a regular, an adjourned, or a called meeting; or it may be a commission of 
the presbytery, which must consist of a quorum of the body and include two ordained 
ministers.  

6.206  When a presbytery shall become satisfied with the qualifications of a candidate, it shall 
announce a date and place for a service of commissioning.  Following the sermon in a regular 
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worship service at the time and place previously announced, the candidate shall take his or 
her place at the front of the sanctuary.  After a brief statement by the person presiding as to 
the purpose of the meeting and the meaning of lay ministry, the following questions shall be 
proposed to the candidate: 

I.  Do you believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired 
Word of God, the authority for faith and practice? 

II.  Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America as containing the 
essential doctrines taught in the Holy Scriptures? 

III.  Do you approve of, and promise to abide by the government of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America? 

IV.  As far as you know your own heart, have you been induced by the Holy Spirit to 
answer the call to lay ministry from love of God and neighbor and a sincere desire to 
glorify God and advance His Kingdom in the world? 

V.  Do you promise to be faithful and diligent in the exercise of the ministry to which you 
have been called, to promote the welfare of the Church and to conduct yourself both 
privately and publicly so as not to give offense to Christ and His Church? 

The above questions being answered in the affirmative, the candidate shall kneel.  As 
the person presiding, or another appointed for the purpose, offers an appropriate prayer, the 
presbytery shall commission the candidate as a certified lay minister.  Then, with the candidate 
standing, the person presiding shall say, “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Great 
Head of the Church, by the authority of this presbytery, I now declare you duly commissioned 
to the office of certified lay minister.”  The transaction shall be duly recorded in the presbyterial 
minutes and the newly certified lay minister’s name added to the roll of certified lay ministers. 

(6.200)  (6.300)  Licensing Candidates   

(6.201)  (6.301) Licensure is a judgment by presbytery that a candidate for the ministry has 
exhibited certain qualities and abilities suitable to the office of ministry and has achieved a 
certain level of preparation for the ministry. This judgment shall be based on a prior 
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examination of the candidate by the committee on the ministry as to his or her personal 
spiritual growth; understanding of the nature of the church and its ministry; knowledge of the 
scriptures, theology, and church history; oral and written use of the native language; and 
knowledge of any other subjects integral to this level of preparation. Vocational and 
psychological testing administered by professionals is advisable as part of the process of 
examination. The report of the committee on the ministry of its examination shall not preclude 
examination by the presbytery. 

(6.202)  (6.3032) No candidate shall be licensed who has not completed an undergraduate 
degree from a college or university approved by the presbytery. Exceptions may be made only 
of persons possessing suitable gifts and abilities for a fruitful ministry, but who, because of 
reasons considered valid in the judgment of the presbytery, cannot complete an undergraduate 
degree. In such cases the candidate shall not be licensed until he or she has completed 
satisfactorily, under the direction of the committee on the ministry, a three-year program of 
alternate studies approved by the General Assembly. 

(6.203)  (6.303) The licensing of candidates shall be done at a duly constituted meeting of the 
presbytery or by a commission of the presbytery meeting at a previously designated time and 
place. The commission shall consist of a quorum of presbytery, but must include two ordained 
ministers. After a brief statement as to the meaning and significance of licensure, the person 
presiding shall propose the following questions to the candidate: 

I. Do you believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired word of 
God, the authority for faith and practice? 

II. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America as containing the essential doctrines 
taught in the holy scriptures? 

III. Do you promise to promote the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 

IV. Do you promise continued cooperation with the presbytery through its committee on the 
ministry as you continue preparation for ordination, and as you perform those functions of 
ministry which pertain to a licentiate, as set forth in the Constitution? 
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The questions being answered in the affirmative, the person presiding shall offer a prayer 
appropriate to the occasion. Following the prayer, with the congregation standing, the person 
presiding shall address the candidate as follows: 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of the church, and by the authority which 
he has given to the church for its edification, the presbytery now licenses you to preach the 
gospel and perform other functions of ministry as set forth in the Constitution. To this end may 
the blessing of God rest upon you and the Spirit of Christ fill your heart. Amen. 

Proper record of the licensure shall be made in the minutes of presbytery. 

(6.204)  (6.304) A licentiate may preach the gospel within the bounds of presbytery or 
elsewhere with the approval of all presbyteries involved. 

(6.205)  (6.305) A licentiate may, with the approval of the committee on the ministry of the 
presbytery and of the presbytery, serve as a stated supply of one or more particular churches 
of the presbytery.  (A licentiate serving as stated supply of a particular church may be given 
authority by the presbytery to administer Sacraments in that particular church.  Such authority 
may be granted for no more than one year, and may be renewed by the presbytery on 
recommendation of the Committee on the Ministry.) 

(6.206)  (6.306) A licentiate may serve as stated supply in congregations of other presbyteries, 
but only with the approval of the committees on the ministry of both or all presbyteries involved 
and the approval of the presbyteries. In such cases there should be a close working 
relationship between the committees on the ministry of both or all presbyteries, with direct 
supervision of the person's ministry being given by the presbytery in which the licentiate is 
serving. 

(6.207)  (6.307)  A licentiate who has been authorized to serve as a stated supply is 
nevertheless expected to continue his or her preparation for ordination. 

(6.208)  (6.308) A licentiate is not a member of presbytery or synod, and thus has no vote in 
these bodies; nor can a licentiate be a commissioner to the General Assembly. 

(6.209)  (6.309)A licentiate may be given a letter of dismission to another presbytery, but that 
presbytery is not bound to receive the letter. The receiving presbytery may give the licentiate 
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the regular examination above stated. A licentiate must unite with a particular church in the 
presbytery to which he or she transfers. 

(6.210)  (6.310) A licentiate retains membership in a particular church. But inasmuch as such a 
person may perform certain functions of ministry only by authority of presbytery, he or she is 
subject to the disciplinary action of presbytery. 

(6.211)  (6.311) A presbytery may at any time drop the name of a licentiate from its roll, but not 
without indicating the reason therefor, nor without giving the licentiate an opportunity to be 
heard. 

(6.30)  (6.40)  Ordination of Ministers 

(6.31)  (6.41) Ordination is the setting apart of a licentiate to the full work of the gospel 
ministry. Since the ordained ministry is the highest ecclesiastical office of the church, 
presbyteries shall be careful to ordain no one until fully satisfied with his or her qualifications 
for so important a work. A licentiate shall be ordained only if he or she has a call to a church or 
to a ministry approved by the presbytery. Presbyteries shall not feel obligated to ordain a 
licentiate because of long tenure as such, nor continue him or her longer than there is promise 
of usefulness. 

(6.32)  (6.42)  Prior to ordination the licentiate shall sustain a careful and satisfactory 
examination by the committee on the ministry and the presbytery as a whole upon the 
following: experimental religion, continuing spiritual growth, the internal call to the ministry, 
knowledge of the scriptures, church history, systematic theology, pastoral care and counseling, 
church administration, the educational task of the church, preparation and delivery of sermons, 
the nature and meaning of public worship, and the doctrine and government of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America. As part of the 
above examination presbytery may require such written and spoken discourses as may be 
judged needful, including the planning and conducting of a presbyterial worship service with 
the licentiate delivering the sermon. The prior examination by the committee on the ministry 
shall not preclude examination by the presbytery. 

(6.33)  (6.43)  In addition to the disciplines of study named above, presbytery shall encourage 
the licentiate as part of his or her preparation for ordination to obtain at least a working 
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knowledge of the Hebrew and Greek languages, the usefulness of which to the understanding 
of the scriptures is hereby affirmed. 

(6.34)  (6.44)  No licentiate shall be ordained who has not completed a degree in a graduate 
school of theology approved by the presbytery. Exceptions may be made only of persons 
possessing suitable gifts and abilities for a fruitful ministry, but who, because of reasons 
considered valid in the judgment of the presbytery, cannot be expected to complete the regular 
course of study in a graduate school of theology. In such cases a licentiate shall not be 
ordained until he or she has satisfactorily completed under the direction of the presbytery a 
two-year program of alternate studies approved by the General Assembly. 

(6.35)  (6.45)  Ordination shall be by the presbytery at either a regular, an adjourned, or a 
called meeting; or it may be by a commission of the presbytery, which must consist of a 
quorum of the body and include two ordained ministers. 

(6.36)  6.46)  When a presbytery shall become satisfied with the qualifications of a licentiate, it 
shall announce a date and place for ordination and make preparation for the same. Following 
the sermon in a regular worship service at the time and place previously announced, the 
licentiate shall take his or her place at the front of the sanctuary. After a brief statement by the 
person presiding as to the purpose of the meeting and the meaning of ordination, the following 
questions shall be proposed to the licentiate: 

I. Do you believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired word of 
God, the authority for faith and practice? 

II. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of faith of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America as containing the essential doctrines 
taught in the holy scriptures? 

III. Do you approve of and promise to uphold the government of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America? 

IV. In participating as a minister in the judicatories of the church, do you promise to share in a 
responsible way in the decisions that are made, to abide by those decisions, and to promote 
the welfare of the church? 
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V. As far as you know your heart, have you been induced by the Holy Spirit to answer the call 
to the ministry from love of God and neighbor and a sincere desire to glorify God and advance 
his Kingdom in the world? 

VI. As God may enable you, do you promise to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths 
of the gospel and the purity and peace of the church, irrespective of any opposition that may 
arise to you on that account? 

VII. Do you promise to be faithful and diligent in the exercise of all your duties as a Christian 
and a minister of the gospel, and endeavor to so conduct yourself both privately and publicly 
as not to give offense to Christ and his church? 

The above questions being answered in the affirmative, the licentiate shall kneel. All ministers 
of the presbytery present, with advisory members by invitation, and all elders who are 
members of the presbytery, shall gather around him or her. As the person presiding, or another 
appointed for the purpose, offers an appropriate prayer, all the presbyters shall, by the laying 
on of hands, solemnly set the licentiate apart to the office of the gospel ministry. 

Then, with all the presbyters reverently standing, the person presiding shall say: 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of the church, and by the authority of this 
presbytery, I now declare you duly ordained to the office of the gospel ministry, committing to 
you full authority to preach the word, to administer the sacraments, and to bear rule in the 
church. 

Then the presiding minister, followed by all the presbyters, shall take the new minister by the 
hand, saying to him or her: We give you the hand of fellowship to take part in the ministry of 
the gospel with us. 

After the presbyters have returned to their places, the person presiding, or some other person 
appointed for the purpose, shall deliver an appropriate charge to the new minister. A prayer 
shall then be offered in which the new minister is recommended to the grace of God for that 
ministry to which he or she has been set apart. 
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The transaction shall be duly recorded in the presbyterial minutes, the newly ordained 
minister's name added to the roll of ministers of the presbytery, and the church of which the 
minister was a member notified to drop his or her name from its roll. 

(6.40)  (6.50)  Recognition of Ordination 

(6.41)  (6.51)  A minister of another ecclesiastical body who desires to become a minister in 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America shall 
appear before the committee on the ministry of the presbytery in which he or she wishes to be 
received. The committee on the ministry shall investigate the following: 

a. Whether the minister has proper credentials from his or her ecclesiastical body; 

b. Whether the minister has a degree from a college and graduate school of theology; 

c. Whether the minister has a knowledge of the history, theology, and government of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America; 

d. Whether the minister seems fit for service as a minister in the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America. 

(6.42)  (6.52)  The committee on the ministry, if satisfied in each of the areas described in 
Section 6.41 may recommend to presbytery that the minister be received as an ordained 
minister in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America, 
upon giving affirmative answer to the questions put to licentiates at their ordination. Such 
procedure shall not exclude the opportunity for presbytery to examine the minister. 

(6.43)  (6.53) If the person seeking to become a minister in the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America neither has degrees from a college and a 
graduate school of theology nor has completed a course of study comparable to the program 
of alternate studies approved by the General Assembly, he or she shall be required during a 
probationary period to meet the educational standards for ordination. A person who does not 
have a college degree or has not completed the program of alternate studies shall have the 
status of a candidate. A person who has a college degree or has completed the program of 
alternate studies required of a licentiate shall have the status of a licentiate. When the 
educational requirements have been satisfied, the probationary period may be ended and the 
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minister's previous ordination confirmed upon giving affirmative answer to the questions put to 
licentiates at their ordination. Such procedure shall not exclude the opportunity for presbytery 
to examine the minister. 

(6.50)  (6.60)  Jurisdiction over Ministers 

(6.51)  (6.61)  A letter of dismission for a minister, licentiate, or candidate shall be granted to a 
particular presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in America or another ecclesiastical body. A minister, licentiate, or candidate shall 
remain under the appropriate jurisdiction of the presbytery granting the letter of dismission until 
proper notification of reception by the presbytery or other ecclesiastical body to which the letter 
was granted. No minister, licentiate, or candidate of one presbytery shall be received by 
another presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church/Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
in America without a duly certified letter of dismission from the former presbytery. 

(6.52)  (6.62)  If a minister lives outside the bounds of the presbytery in which he or she 
desires to hold membership, he or she must receive the consent of the synod in which that 
presbytery is located to hold membership in that presbytery. 

(6.53)  (6.63)  A minister against whom no charges are pending or who is under no disciplinary 
action, if fully satisfied that God has not called him or her to the ministry, or if he or she has 
satisfactory evidence of his or her inability to serve as a minister, or if he or she shall for any 
other reason desire to do so, may request that his or her ordination be revoked and that he or 
she be divested of the office. The committee on the ministry shall be directed to counsel with 
the person, if it has not already done so, and report to the next stated meeting of the 
presbytery. If the person remains firm in his or her request, the presbytery shall approve the 
request, noting that it is not a disciplinary action. 

(6.54)  (6.64)  A minister whose ordination has been revoked at his or her own request or by 
deposition may be received as a member in a particular church on re-affirmation of faith. 

(6.55)  (6.65)  A retired ordained clergy may, upon his or her retirement and request be 
thereafter excused from further meetings of the presbytery and synod without affecting his or 
her relationship to presbytery and synod. 
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7.00 RELATIONS BETWEEN MINISTERS, (CERTIFIED LAY MINISTERS), LICENTIATES, 
OR CANDIDATES AND CHURCHES 

7.01 A person may be called to a particular church to one of four relationships: pastor, 
associate/assistant pastor, stated supply, or interim pastor. 

7.02 The office of pastor is to be held only by an ordained minister, whom the particular church 
has called for an indefinite time and to whom the presbytery has entrusted the spiritual care of 
the church, including the office of moderator of the session. 

7.03 The office of associate/assistant pastor is to be held only by an ordained minister whom 
the particular church has called for a definite or indefinite time to fulfill various pastoral 
functions as outlined by the church issuing the call, and approved by the presbytery. In the 
absence of the pastor, the associate pastor may, with the approval of the pastor and session, 
serve as moderator of the session or of a congregational meeting. 

7.04  The office of stated supply may be held by an ordained minister, a licentiate, (a certified 
lay minister) or a candidate, whom the particular church has called for an indefinite time, or, in 
the case of an interim supply, for a definite time, for less than full time work. An ordained 
minister serving as stated supply may fulfill all duties and functions pertaining to the spiritual 
care of the church, including moderating the session. A licentiate, (a certified lay minister) or a 
candidate serving as stated supply may fulfill the duties and functions except moderating the 
session, administering the sacraments, and solemnizing marriages.  (Presbytery may grant a 
licentiate or certified lay minister in a stated supply relationship authority to administer the 
Sacraments for not more than one year at a time under the supervision of the presbytery 
appointed moderator.) 

7.05 The office of interim pastor is to be held by an ordained minister who is invited by the 
session of a church without an installed pastor. An interim pastor may preach the word, 
administer the sacraments, and fulfill pastoral duties for a specified period of time not to 
exceed twelve months, while the church is seeking a pastor. An interim pastor may not be 
called to be the next installed pastor or associate/assistant pastor of a church served as 
interim pastor. 
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7.06 A person shall enter into one of these relationships with a particular church only with the 
approval of the presbytery in the bounds of which the particular church is located. The 
presbytery may authorize its board of missions to act on its behalf in examining the call and to 
give tentative approval to a relationship between a particular church and a minister, licentiate, 
or candidate, subject to formal approval at a meeting of the presbytery. 

7.07 The relationship between a minister, (certified lay minister), licentiate or candidate and a 
particular church may be dissolved only by presbytery, acting on the request of both parties, or 
on the request of one party if sufficient reasons are presented, or when, in the opinion of the 
presbytery, the well-being of the particular church demands it. 
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